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J huve completed a quick review of your draft report. Tt is difficult to evaluate potential impaots because
the proposcd actions are so general. As you have pointed out in your report, the specific details on how
an action is implemented will deternmine whother thore are potcitial adverse enviromental impacts.
Following arc some proliminary comments.

1. Many of the actions involve usc of dredged material tn improve the Delta ccosysien, including
constructing and restoring wetlands, restoring siparian habitat, and repairing levees. As the report 2; K
points out, thase activitics havo the potontial to cause adverse impacis depending on the method of Ng
construction and the source of the dredged material. We are concerncd about the use of
containated sediment and the usc of saline material in the Delta. Caro needs to bo taken in the

r&;{ selection and construction of wetland habitats. Some arsas, for examplc, when vunverted inio a

<~ wetlund may promote mercury uptake in aguatic systems to levels that ase not beneficial. I.TMS has

/fyom

b

N devcloped criteria for drodged material reuse In the Bay. A similar cffort is necded in the Deltato
WA assure that adverse impacts are minimized. The Regional Board would Jike to participate in efforts

to develop criteria tor drodged material handling and reuse. ‘This effort should begin immediately to
assure thut project implemcentation is not delayod while necded studics ate completed.
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2. 'I'hc sotlon calting for reduction uf contaminants in agricultural ranoff is too gencral to cvaluate. The
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increase the concentrution of sclenivm and salts.

potential impacts depend on the specific practices that are implemented to achicve this reduction. In oy 7o
sclecting uctions for implementation, care needs to be taken to avoid implementing actions that d
. decrease the concentmtion of one contuminant but inadvertently increasc the concentration of

nL . -~ another. One uuon that is frequenty discussed is the reduction of surface runoff to reduce pesticide |
5. This action would reduce the concentration of pesticides in the water but %
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. 3. One of the actions calls for creating seasonal weilauds by fivoding agricultural tands for scveral

-9 . cause adverws impacts on the scasonal wetlands.
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Choip mitssion e tv proseve aind culuncy (N Quality qf Calffornia’s water resouecer, and
eazure (heir proper allacalivn and ¢flaient woe for the benefii of presams und fiburs generations,
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4. The descriptions uf uctions calling for reductions of metals discharged from mines are a little /,M
. confusing. Cache Creek is discussed under the Delta and tho Sacramento Rivor. Meroury should be/ A¢ii5 -

included in the discussion of the Sacramento River. Thero are mercury sources in this watershed. / M‘ r
The minen in the Cache Creek watershed, Manzanita, Abbot und othors, aro sources of mercury. M e “{';
Diablo Mine, on Marsh Crecek is a source of mercury to the Delta. These three mines are not
significuni sourcos of copper, zinc or cadmium. What is meant by the statement on Page 3-41 that
metals might decay in the system upstream of the Delta? /__/

In conclusion, the potential impacts of the vasivus alternatives will be casier to evaluate when specific
rctions arc more fully deseribed. We would like to pasticipate in the CALFED process that detcrmines
the specific actions rolated to water quality that will be implemented to achieve CALFED goals. Plcose
call me at (916)255-3093 if you huve any questions.

Our misgion is to prowrse ond enhance 1he quality of alifin niu's waisr resoyrees, and
exnivg thelr propor ullocation und ¢ficient use for ive benefi uf present ond futirs generativae,
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